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values and attitudes of the society that they were bringing
into being. Liberal civilization, science, learning, rationalism,
hard work, were their^ In the conflict with Britain which
took the Khilafat form, it endowed them with an ideological
equality with or superiority over their adversaries, without
which a struggle of severe self-sacrifice cannot be waged. '
The situation, however, changed.   After the collapse of
the Khilafat and Non-co-operation movements, the Indian
middle classes made a brief return to economic expansion,
their, reward  for the  collapse.   Presently, however, they
settled down to a troubled existence of confinement and slow
frustration, struggling hard but making little progress.   They
were distracted between opposition to the imperial power,
and alliance with it for protection against other capitalists
and more especially against the  masses.   The bourgeoisie
has not been strong enough to plunge ahead on its own and
give a lead; it has had to accept the status quo with con-
siderable discontent at its faults, but has not known what to
do about it.   Latterly there have arisen thinkers offering a
solution, socialists calling to the lower classes and leading to
a supersession of liberal society  by a new co-operative
order.   Against these thinkers and the movement that they
represent, the middle classes have risen to defend themselves.
Of late, accordingly, the religious movement that we are
considerfng has been frankly conservative.   Before that, but
after its progressive period, it was for a time rather ineffec-
tual and meaningless, surviving partly by inertia and partly
by giving emotional satisfaction to a distraught and frustrated
class.   To analyse the function of a religion in the  life  of
a stagnating bourgeoisie is difficult*   Liberal religion in such
cases is itself vague.    This has frequently been pointed out
of late concerning the liberal Christianity of pre-War days
in Europe, or in America lasting another decade, until the
Depression. It is equally true of this liberal movement within
Islam, once its constructive period was passed.  The prag-
matic question :   What difference did this religion make in
an individual's life, receives no ready answer.   Of course,
religion gathered about itself in the religious person's life all